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Introduction 
 

Beloved, we are come together in the presence of almighty God and of the whole company of heaven 
to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and praise and thanksgiving; to make 
confession of our sins; to pray, as well for others as for ourselves, that we may know more truly the 
greatness of God's love and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all 
men such things as their well-being doth require. Wherefore let us sit in silence, and remember God's 
presence with us now. 
 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, We 
have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, We have offended against thy 
holy laws, We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, And we have done those 
things which we ought not to have done, And there is no health in us: But thou, O Lord, have mercy 
upon us miserable offenders; Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults, Restore thou them 
that are penitent, According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord: And 
grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober 
life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 
 
O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 
O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord's Name be praised. 
 
The Venite – Psalm 95 
 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord : 
let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving : 
and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God : 
and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are all the corners of the earth : 
and the strength of the hills is his also. 
The sea is his, and he made it : 
and his hands prepared the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and fall down : 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is the Lord our God : 
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 
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Psalm 76 
 
1 In Jewry is God known * 
 his Name is great in Israel. 
 
2 At Salem is his tabernacle * 
 and his dwelling in Sion. 
 
3 There brake he the arrows of the bow * 
 the shield, the sword, and the battle. 
 
4 Thou art of more honour and might * 
 than the hills of the robbers. 
 
5 The proud are robbed, they have slept their sleep * 
 and all the men whose hands were mighty have found nothing. 
 
6 At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob * 
 both the chariot and horse are fallen. 
 
7 Thou, even thou art to be feared * 
 and who may stand in thy sight when thou art angry? 
 
8 Thou didst cause thy judgement to be heard from heaven * 
 the earth trembled, and was still, 
 
9 When God arose to judgement * 
 and to help all the meek upon earth. 
 
10  When God arose to judgement * 
 and to help all the meek upon earth. 
 
11 Promise unto the Lord your God, and keep it, all ye that are round about him * 
 bring presents unto him that ought to be feared. 
 
12  He shall refrain the spirit of princes * 
 and is wonderful among the kings of the earth. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen.  
 
First reading: Wisdom 7:15-8:4 
 
God hath granted me to speak as I would, and to conceive as is meet for the things that are given me: 
because it is he that leadeth unto wisdom, and directeth the wise. 
For in his hand are both we and our words; all wisdom also, and knowledge of workmanship. 
For he hath given me certain knowledge of the things that are, namely, to know how the world was 
made, and the operation of the elements: 
The beginning, ending, and midst of the times: the alterations of the turning of the sun, and the change 

    



 4 

of seasons: 
The circuits of years, and the positions of stars: 
The natures of living creatures, and the furies of wild beasts: the violence of winds, and the reasonings 
of men: the diversities of plants and the virtues of roots: 
And all such things as are either secret or manifest, them I know. 
For wisdom, which is the worker of all things, taught me: for in her is an understanding spirit holy, one 
only, manifold, subtil, lively, clear, undefiled, plain, not subject to hurt, loving the thing that is good 
quick, which cannot be letted, ready to do good, 
Kind to man, steadfast, sure, free from care, having all power, overseeing all things, and going through 
all understanding, pure, and most subtil, spirits. 
For wisdom is more moving than any motion: she passeth and goeth through all things by reason of her 
pureness. 
For she is the breath of the power of God, and a pure influence flowing from the glory of the Almighty: 
therefore can no defiled thing fall into her. 
For she is the brightness of the everlasting light, the unspotted mirror of the power of God, and the 
image of his goodness. 
And being but one, she can do all things: and remaining in herself, she maketh all things new: and in all 
ages entering into holy souls, she maketh them friends of God, and prophets. 
For God loveth none but him that dwelleth with wisdom. 
For she is more beautiful than the sun, and above all the order of stars: being compared with the light, 
she is found before it. 
For after this cometh night: but vice shall not prevail against wisdom. 
Wisdom reacheth from one end to another mightily: and sweetly doth she order all things. 
I loved her, and sought her out from my youth, I desired to make her my spouse, and I was a lover of 
her beauty. 
In that she is conversant with God, she magnifieth her nobility: yea, the Lord of all things himself loved 
her. 
For she is privy to the mysteries of the knowledge of God, and a lover of his works. 
 
Second reading: Mark 11:27-end 
 
Jesus and his disciples come again to Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the temple, there come to 
him the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders, 
And say unto him, By what authority doest thou these things? and who gave thee this authority to do 
these things? 
And Jesus answered and said unto them, I will also ask of you one question, and answer me, and I will 
tell you by what authority I do these things. 
The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? answer me. 
And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then did ye 
not believe him? 
But if we shall say, Of men; they feared the people: for all men counted John, that he was a prophet 
indeed. 
And they answered and said unto Jesus, We cannot tell. And Jesus answering saith unto them, Neither 
do I tell you by what authority I do these things. 
 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That there be some of them that stand here, which shall 
not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with power. 
 
Benedictus 
 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel : for he hath visited and redeemed his people; 
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us : in the house of his servant David; 
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As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets : which have been since the world began; 
That we should be saved from our enemies : and from the hand of all that hate us. 
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers : and to remember his holy Covenant; 
To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham : that he would give us; 
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies : might serve him without fear; 
In holiness and righteousness before him : all the days of our life. 
And thou, Child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest : for thou shalt go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare his ways; 
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people : for the remission of their sins, 
Through the tender mercy of our God : whereby the day-spring from on high hath visited us; 
To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death : and to guide our feet into the 
way of peace. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive 
them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
O Lord, save the Queen. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
The Collect of the Day  
Keep, we beseech thee, O Lord, thy Church with thy perpetual mercy: and, because the frailty of man 
without thee cannot but fall, keep us ever by thy help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things 
profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Second Collect, for Peace 
O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal 
life, whose service is perfect freedom: Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; 
that we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Third Collect, for Grace 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely brought us to the 
beginning of this day: Defend us in the same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into 
no sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may be ordered by thy governance, 
to do always that is righteous in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayers  
 
The Grace (2 Corinthians 13) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with 
us all evermore. Amen.   
 


