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Introduction 
 

Beloved, we are come together in the presence of almighty God and of the whole company of heaven 
to offer unto him through our Lord Jesus Christ our worship and praise and thanksgiving; to make 
confession of our sins; to pray, as well for others as for ourselves, that we may know more truly the 
greatness of God's love and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace; and to ask on behalf of all 
men such things as their well-being doth require. Wherefore let us sit in silence, and remember God's 
presence with us now. 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, We 
have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, We have offended against thy holy 
laws, We have left undone those things which we ought to have done, And we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done, And there is no health in us: But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us 
miserable offenders; Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults, Restore thou them that are 
penitent, According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord: And grant, O most 
merciful Father, for his sake, That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory 
of thy holy Name. Amen. 
 

O Lord, open thou our lips. 
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 
 

O God, make speed to save us. 
O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord's Name be praised. 
 
 

The Venite – Psalm 95 
 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord : 
let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving : 
and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God : 
and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are all the corners of the earth : 
and the strength of the hills is his also. 
The sea is his, and he made it : 
and his hands prepared the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and fall down : 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is the Lord our God : 
and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
world without end. Amen. 
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Psalm 79 

 
1  O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance * 

thy holy temple have they defiled, and made Jerusalem an heap of stones. 
      

2  The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the air * 
  and the flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the land.  

 
3  Their blood have they shed like water on every side of Jerusalem * 
  and there was no man to bury them.    

 
4  We are become an open shame to our enemies * 
  a very scorn and derision unto them that are round about us. 

 
5  Lord, how long wilt thou be angry * 
  shall thy jealousy burn like fire for ever? 

 
6  Pour out thine indignation upon the heathen that have not known thee * 
  and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon thy Name. 

 
7  For they have devoured Jacob * 
  and laid waste his dwelling-place. 

 
8  O remember not our old sins, but have mercy upon us, and that soon * 

for we are come to great misery. 
 

9  Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy Name * 
O deliver us, and be merciful unto our sins, for thy Name’s sake.    
 

10  Wherefore do the heathen say * 
Where is now their God? 
 

11  O let the vengeance of thy servants’ blood that is shed * 
  be openly shewed upon the heathen in our sight. 

 
12  O let the sorrowful sighing of the prisoners come before thee * 
  according to the greatness of thy power, preserve thou those that are appointed to die. 

 
13  And for the blasphemy wherewith our neighbours have blasphemed thee * 
  reward thou them, O Lord, seven-fold into their bosom. 

 
14  So we, that are thy people, and sheep of thy pasture, shall give thee thanks for ever * 

and will alway be shewing forth thy praise from generation to generation. 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : 
world without end. Amen. 
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First reading: Job 22 

 
Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered and said, 
 
Can a man be profitable unto God, as he that is wise may be profitable unto himself? 
Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous? or is it gain to him, that thou makest thy ways 
perfect? 
Will he reprove thee for fear of thee? will he enter with thee into judgment? 
Is not thy wickedness great? and thine iniquities infinite? 
For thou hast taken a pledge from thy brother for nought, and stripped the naked of their clothing. 
Thou hast not given water to the weary to drink, and thou hast withholden bread from the hungry. 
But as for the mighty man, he had the earth; and the honourable man dwelt in it. 
Thou hast sent widows away empty, and the arms of the fatherless have been broken. 
Therefore snares are round about thee, and sudden fear troubleth thee; 
Or darkness, that thou canst not see; and abundance of waters cover thee. 
Is not God in the height of heaven? and behold the height of the stars, how high they are! 
And thou sayest, How doth God know? can he judge through the dark cloud? 
Thick clouds are a covering to him, that he seeth not; and he walketh in the circuit of heaven. 
Hast thou marked the old way which wicked men have trodden? 
Which were cut down out of time, whose foundation was overflown with a flood: 
Which said unto God, Depart from us: and what can the Almighty do for them? 
Yet he filled their houses with good things: but the counsel of the wicked is far from me. 
The righteous see it, and are glad: and the innocent laugh them to scorn. 
Whereas our substance is not cut down, but the remnant of them the fire consumeth. 
Acquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee. 
Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart. 
If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy 
tabernacles. 
Then shalt thou lay up gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones of the brooks. 
Yea, the Almighty shall be thy defence, and thou shalt have plenty of silver. 
For then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and shalt lift up thy face unto God. 
Thou shalt make thy prayer unto him, and he shall hear thee, and thou shalt pay thy vows. 
Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it shall be established unto thee: and the light shall shine upon thy 
ways. 
When men are cast down, then thou shalt say, There is lifting up; and he shall save the humble person. 
He shall deliver the island of the innocent: and it is delivered by the pureness of thine hands. 
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Second reading: Romans 10.1-10 

 
Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved. 
 
For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 
For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, 
have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 
For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth. 
For Moses describeth the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth those things shall 
live by them. 
But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise, Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend 
into heaven? (that is, to bring Christ down from above:) 
Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up Christ again from the dead.) 
But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, 
which we preach; 
That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. 
 
 
 
Benedictus 
 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel : for he hath visited and redeemed his people; 
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us : in the house of his servant David; 
As he spake by the mouth of his holy Prophets : which have been since the world began; 
That we should be saved from our enemies : and from the hand of all that hate us. 
To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers : and to remember his holy Covenant; 
To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham : that he would give us; 
That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies : might serve him without fear; In 
holiness and righteousness before him : all the days of our life. 
And thou, Child, shalt be called the Prophet of the Highest : for thou shalt go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare his ways; 
To give knowledge of salvation unto his people : for the remission of their sins, 
Through the tender mercy of our God : whereby the day-spring from on high hath visited us; 
To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death : and to guide our feet into the 
way of peace. 

 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 
 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And with thy spirit.  
Let us pray. 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

  



6 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them 
that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us. 
And grant us thy salvation. 
 
O Lord, save the Queen. 
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness. 
And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 
O Lord, save thy people. 
And bless thine inheritance. 

 
Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 
O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
 

 
The Collect of the day 
O Lord, who never failest to help and govern them whom thou dost bring up in thy stedfast fear and love; 
Keep us, we beseech thee, under the protection of thy good providence, and make us to have a 
perpetual fear and love of thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Second Collect, for Peace 
O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal 
life, whose service is perfect freedom: Defend us thy humble servants in all assaults of our enemies; 
that we, surely trusting in thy defence, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Third Collect, for Grace 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, Almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely brought us to the 
beginning of this day: Defend us in the same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into 
no sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but that all our doings may be ordered by thy governance, to 
do always that is righteous in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Further Prayers 

 
From Psalm 79: Their blood have they shed like water on every side of Jerusalem * and there was no man 
to bury them 
 
The psalmist laments the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the temple. Let us lament the all too 
frequent recourse of humanity to violence; praying especially for peace in the Middle East, Afghanistan, 
Yemen, Ethiopia and Sudan. 
 
Almighty God, 
in whose very nature we see unity in diversity; 
help us to live in harmony with all your people, 
to put an end to the terror and suffering caused by violence and armed conflict,  
by setting aside our power and living this day only by yours. 
Amen. 
 
From Job Chapter 22: If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be built up, thou shalt put away iniquity 
far from thy tabernacles. Then shalt thou lay up gold as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones of the 
brook 
 
Eliphaz the Temanite mistakenly believed that God always punishes the wicked and rewards the 
righteous immediately. Let us, like Job, have faith in God’s love for us but acknowledge the mystery of his 
divine providence. 
 
Almighty God, 
whose love for us transcends our understanding; 
strengthen the faith of all those who are anxious and uncertain this day; 
those for whom it seems life is falling apart, suffering from pain they cannot explain, struggling despite 
their best efforts to succeed. 
We remember by name Jonathan, Georgina, Shelley, Caroline and Manuelle, Emma, John, Vanessa, 
Peter, Jennifer, Adrian and family, Melvyn, Ian, John, Jim, Nick, Martin and Sam. 
Help us all to remember that you are always with us and your loving kindness knows no end.  
Amen 
 
From St Paul’s letter to the Romans: If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
 
Let us pray for the strengthening of our own faith and confidence to proclaim it to others; remembering 
in prayer especially all those being ordained in the coming month. 
  
Almighty God, 
who sent his Son into the world to die for us so that the world through him might be saved, 
strengthen us in the knowledge that every minute of the day ahead is overflowing with the Good News 
of Jesus Christ; 
may this form the words of our mouth and fill the thoughts of our hearts; 
Remembering always that your salvation is for all people who put their trust in you.  
Amen 
 
 
The Grace (2 Corinthians 13) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 


